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Guided Reading Groups vs. Traditional Reading Groups 
 

In Guided Reading Groups: In Traditional Reading Groups: 

Students are grouped according to their 
specific instructional needs, which have been 
determined from running records and other 
assessment data. 

Students are usually grouped according to 
general reading ability instead of specific 
instructional needs. 

Texts are carefully chosen to match specific 
skills or abilities that need addressing. Long 
texts are broken down into short sections to 
target specific skills. 

Students progress through a predetermined 
selection, collection, or sequence of texts. The 
material does not generally target specific 
skills. 

The teacher has scaffolded specific reading 
strategies prior to the guided reading lesson,  
by modelling them in read-alouds and 
reinforcing them in shared reading lessons. 

Because the text has not been selected for the 
specific needs of a small group, relevant and 
necessary skills may not have been modelled 
or taught prior to the reading. 

The teacher introduces the text; all students 
then read it aloud, but quietly, as they practise 
previously learned skills. 

Students take turns reading the text aloud. 
Because students take turns, the group as a 
whole reads less text than a guided reading 
group does. 

The setting is comfortable and secure, 
supporting the development of skills. 

Students who are experiencing difficulty with 
reading tend to find the process stressful. 
Students focus on their own performance, and 
may tend to ignore the reading of others. 

Students are actively involved in reading, 
thinking, and discussion as they try to 
understand the meaning of a text. 

The focus is on the mechanics of reading. The 
teacher will generally “tell the word” when a 
student experiences difficulty, rather than 
support the student’s attempts to problem-solve 
by applying learned reading strategies. 

Problem-solving skills and higher order thinking 
skills are honed as students think about their 
reading. 

Skills are developed through post-reading 
activities, often using a worksheet format, a 
process that does not support the scaffolding of 
comprehension and fluency skills. 

Grouping is flexible, changing as individual 
students master skills or demonstrate a need 
for more assistance. 

The membership of the group remains static. 

Assessment is based on observation of 
individual students and on evidence gathered 
from regular, ongoing assessments, using tools 
such as running records. 

Assessment is based primarily on observation 
of individual students as they read pre-selected 
materials. It generally does not involve regular, 
ongoing assessments, using tools such as 
running records. 

 


